Direct Object Pronouns

. The direct object in a sentence receives the action of the verb:

example: Teresa compra una pluma.
Teresa is the subject, compra is the verb, and pluma is the direct object.
example: Pedro llama a su madre.

Pedro is the subject, llama is the verb, and madre is the direct object.
The direct object may be either a person or a thing. It can be easily identified by saying
the subject and the verb and then asking the question what? or whom?

. Direct object pronouns may be used to replace direct object nouns. The forms for
direct object pronouns are:

me = me nos =us
te = you (familiar singular) os = you (familiar plural)
lo = him, it, you (masc.) los = them, you (masc.)
la = her, it, you (fem.) las = them, you (fem.)

3. Direct object pronouns allow for more speed and conciseness in sentence formation.
As in English, one does not choose to repeat words unnecessarily.

example: ---; Estas mirando el programa en la televisiéon?
---Si, estoy mirando el programa > Si, lo estoy mirando.
example: ---¢Van ustedes a la biblioteca?

---Si, ¢ puede usted llevar a nosotras? > ;nos puede ud. llevar?
---Si, puedo llevar a ustedes ahora. > Las puedo llevar ahora.

4. In Spanish, direct object pronouns are placed before a conjugated verb. However,
when used in a sentence or clause with an infinitive or present participle (gerundio),
they are attached to the end of the infinitive or present participle. If a conjugated verb
and an infinitive or present participle are used in the same sentence or clause, the
direct object pronoun may be placed either before the conjugated verb or attached to
the infinitive or present participle. NOTE that an accent must be added to the gerundio
to keep the proper accentuation:

example: ---Esta leccion es dificil. No la entiendo.

example: ---Tenemos mucho trabajo. Debemos terminarlo antes de cenar.
---iEstoy haciéndolo tan rapido como puedo!

example: ---Quiero preguntaros si tenéis tiempo para ir al cine.

---No, no lo tenemos hoy. jEstamos siempre buscandolo!

. The verbs saber, decir, pedir, and preguntar generally take a direct object. If the
sentence does not state one, then the pronoun lo must be added to complete the idea.
Lo is also added with the verbs ser and estar when needed to complete the idea.

example: ---Este bolso es muy pesado.

---Si, lo sé. (Yes, | know [it].)
example: ---Rafael y Anita van al baile?

---Juanita lo dice. (Janie says so.)
example: ---Quiero usar el coche de Edgar mafana.

---Puedes pedirlo cuando llega. (You can request [it] when he arrives.

example: ---¢ Dénde esta el museo del Prado?

---Puedes preguntarlo al policia. (You can ask [it] of the policeman.)
example: ---Elena es muy guapa.

---Si, lo es. (Yes, she is [that].)
example: ---¢ Estan listos los nifios?

---No, no lo estan. (No, they are not [that].)



