CHESAPEAKE BAY RESTORATION FUND FINAL REPORT (Project 04-090)
The Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund  provided TNCC with funds to develop field activities  and purchase equipment and supplies to conduct field activities in Chesapeake Bay waters.  The funds purchased two 50’ seine nets, Chesapeake Bay field guides,  EPA publications on the Bay, oxygen kits, refractometers, secchi discs and  field carts.  The funds also provided release time for the principle investigator, Dr. Roy Hyle and stipends for two apprentices, Cristina Brittian and Lenore Buckingham.  .

During the course of the grant period contacts were established with Richard McDonald, Hampton’s Science Curriculum Coordinator, area Principals, and teachers.  All were very receptive to the invitation to participate in field trips provided by the grant.  Scheduling the trips around other school activities and the SOLs was a problem. The trips had to be scheduled around the SOLs and were pushed to the end of the school year.
A trip was made to Grandview Nature Preserve on June 3.  Mr. Marion Parrish and his Oceanography  class from Poquoson High School met the Bay Group at the park entrance rather than at the college to maximize time on the study site.  Dr. Hyle discussed Bay ecology and summarized the trip’s activities.  Travis Murray, Head Park Ranger, led the group to the study site and talked about the nature preserve’s history and current features.  Once on site, the students were divided into two groups led by the apprentices.  Each student received a handout that provided instructions for measuring oxygen, salinity, turbidity, sieving and seining and that permitted data collection. Digital photographs were taken of the students during the study and will be shared with the classroom teacher. While on station Dr. Hyle discussed the relationship between sand size grains/beach slope and wave energy.  Mole crabs were sieved from the surf zone and six species of fishes were collected seining.  Oxygen values were found in normal range (6 ppm), however, the salinity was depressed (2 o/oo) probably because of recent rains.  Secchi disc (turbidity) measurements were low (30 cm) and could be attributed to the recent rough surf.
After returning to the preserve entrance Dr. Hyle summarized the results of the activities and encouraged the students to get involved in “Save the Bay” activities.  Each student was given an evaluation questionnaire.  Their responses were very  positive.  Of all of the activities, the seining was ranked as their first preference.  Each student was given a copy of the Bay Journal ( Chesapeake Bay Alliance) and a copy The Chesapeake Bay: Introduction to an Ecosystem (EPA, 2004). 
A trip with the same class (different group of students) is scheduled for the beginning of the school year in the fall 2005.  Mr. Scott LaRue and Mr. Marion Parrish will be working with Dr. Hyle in planning the activity.

