Guidelines for production and evaluation of

“Hidden treasure” (or minor attraction) paper

Content

While we live in a major tourist area which attracts thousands of visitors every year, there are many enjoyable places that aren't necessarily widely known.  One of these may be your favorite fishing spot, a quiet family park in your neighborhood, a crafts shop where you go to work on your hobby, an island with sandy beaches in the middle of the York River, the Watermen's Museum in Yorktown, Bluebird Gap Farm, War Memorial Stadium, a fishing charter, the Casemate Museum, or, or, or...  Write an essay describing such a place that is special to you, for whatever reason, and that someone reading your web folio may also be able to enjoy (i.e., your bedroom may be a special place to you, but you probably don’t want us to visit, no?).  The essay will be approximately 500-750 words in length (at least two full pages, no more than four).  

Use concrete, descriptive details to “show” your experience of the place to your readers.  Don’t rely solely on generalizations or introspection alone to tell why this place is special to you; that is, why is it a “hidden treasure” or why do you regard it to be a minor attraction? 

Mastery of skills/completion of course objectives

· Invent, research, plan, compose, revise and edit to produce satisfactory papers (2.2)

· Compose papers based on experience, observation, or research (2.3)

· Tailor writing to the needs of the audience (2.4)

· Apply the strategies of narration, exposition and persuasion/argumentation appropriately (3.1)

· Use the basic form of the academic essay and other forms of written electronic and print communication (3.2)

· Use various print and/or electronic resources for publication (3.4)

Editing skills should reflect college-level work and be relatively free of such errors as
	Sentence Boundaries

__Fragments

__Run-ons/comma splices

__Awkward constructions


	Punctuation

__Comma use/misuse

__Semicolon/colon misuse

__Hyphens 
	Mechanics

__Spacing

__Capitalization

__Dash (not hyphen)

__Quotation marks



	Diction

__Correct verb form/tense

__Subject/verb agreement

__Appropriate word choice 
	Style

__Metadiscourse

__Lack of clarity

__Lack of fluency

__Inappropriate vocabulary


	Other editing problems


