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English 111
Sentence Fragments
What are sentence fragments?

Sentence fragments are incomplete sentences that lack an independent clause.

What are some ways to identify sentence fragments and how are they fixed?
1. A group of words that is lacking a subject and/or verb.
     Incorrect: Was reaching down to tie his shoes
· Why is this incorrect? The subject is not identified.

· What is the fix? Add a subject. 





  Correct: Thomas was reaching down to tie his shoes.
2. A group of words beginning with coordinating conjunctions.
· Examples of coordinating conjunctions: and, or, yet, nor, for.
Incorrect: Yet it was her birthday.

· Why is this incorrect?  It began with a coordinating conjunction.

· What is the fix? Remove the coordinating conjunction at the beginning.
  Correct: It was her birthday.

3. A dependent clause lacking an independent clause.
Incorrect: While she was on her way to the play ground.

· Why is this incorrect?  It’s an incomplete thought.

· What is the fix? Add the independent clause

  Correct: While she was on her way to the play ground, she   tripped on a rock.
4. A phrase beginning with a preposition.
· Examples of prepositions: although, during, concerning, instead of.

Incorrect: Although he wants to go to Africa.
· Why this is incorrect? It is incomplete.
· What is the fix? Connect it with an independent clause                to complete the thought.




 
  Correct: Although he wants to go to Africa, he will need to                               work for a year to save money.
5.  An –ing verb is present, but there is no form of “to be.”
 Incorrect: Eating mangoes tomorrow.

· Why this is incorrect? There is no form of “to   

          be” or subject.
· What is the fix?  Add a subject and a form of “to be.”
    Correct: Matt will be eating mangoes tomorrow.
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