Guidelines for production and evaluation of

“Defining Moment” paper

Content

Just as described in the essays “Shooting an Elephant” and “Salvation,” everyone experiences incidents in his or her life which have major significance as milestones or turning points.  Such incidents become a part of our personal history and help us to understand who we are; they reveal something important to us about ourselves, about other people, or about life in general.  These are defining moments in our lives.  For your first essay, you will write about such an experience, a singular incident, a defining moment in your life.  The essay will be approximately 600-700 words in length (at least two full pages, no more than four).  

Use concrete, descriptive details to “show” the experience to your readers.  Don’t rely  solely on generalizations or introspection alone to tell your story: show your readers what happened, and that will enable you to tell why it is, for you, a defining moment.

Mastery of skills/completion of numbered course objectives

· (1.1) Pre-write, (1.2) draft, (1.3) revise, (1.4) edit, and (1.5) critically reflect upon your own writing

· (1.7) Incorporate experience into your writing
· (2.4) Create unified, coherent, well-developed texts

· (2.5)  Self-critique rhetorical elements such as purpose, audience, and organization 
· (2.6)  Appropriately employ grammatical and mechanical conventions in the preparation of readable manuscripts.
Editing skills should reflect college-level work and be relatively free of such errors as

	Sentence Boundaries

__Fragments

__Run-ons/comma splices

__Awkward constructions


	Punctuation

__Comma use/misuse

__Semicolon/colon misuse

__Hyphens 
	Mechanics

__Spacing

__Capitalization

__Dash (not hyphen)

__Quotation marks



	Diction

__Correct verb form/tense

__Subject/verb agreement

__Appropriate word choice 
	Style

__Metadiscourse

__Lack of clarity

__Lack of fluency

__Inappropriate vocabulary


	Other editing problems


